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Dear Friends of the Peak Members,

| want to take this opportunity to thank you all for
your support of the Friends of the Peak and give
you a sneak preview of what the Board has planned
for 2010. During our recent annual planning ses-
sion the Board of Directors recognized a number
of opportunities to improve our overall operations
and the work we do on Pikes Peak. This has helped
us identify some Key opportunities for the 2010
52a50N.

The Board will be focusing in 2010 on developing
some long-term planning goals that will help us
prioritize yearly projects on the Peak and determine
how to proceed on some complex issues, like the
Southern Watershed Access and the Ring the Peak
Trail. In addition, we are looking to do planning on
Barr Trail and other high-use trails to understand
how we can maintain them adequately each year

without neglecting any trails on Pikes Peak. To help
us with these efforts, we are looking for ways to
use the internet more to both provide you informa-
tion and to seek your input.

Opecifically, we have developed an interactive map
of Barr Trail that you can access from
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www.fotp.com. This map allows you to upload pictures of Barr Trail and
provide us input on trouble spots on the trail and areas of interest. We also
want you to use it to see what is happening on the trail, provide your favorite
photos of the trail and views and tell us the things you love about Barr
Trail. We will be looking for other opportunities to gather your insight as we
continue to work on the Pikes Peak massif.

The 2010 work season is quickly approaching and there are a number of
great opportunities for you to get involved. | must say however that these
are not set in stone and we are currently working with our partners (US
Forest Service, Colorado Springs Utilities and the Pikes Peak Highway) to fi-
nalize these plans so some of this may change. We will continue work on the
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tion trail that it has the opportunity to become. Barr Trail is another one we
will be working on as it is already a destination trail for many in the Pikes
cxt~ [ xz| £¢ tew {t§ E£C¢CzE£| ¢z t|
Trail and Horse Thief Park Trail are also slated to be worked on as they both
have unique needs that we would like to address.

One new volunteer opportunity we have this year is maintenance hikes on
some of the trails that have been projects in the past. These will be format-
ted as hikes where volunteers will hike a section of the trail looking for trail
issues that can be quickly fixed. We hope that these will be opportunities for

volunteers to get out and see some trails and views they have not seen be-
fore while helping to address issues before they become emergency projects.
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on Pikes Peak on a regular basis and provide input on what our projects
should be each year, more details to come.

As we move forward through the 2010 project season | encourage all of you
to come out and participate in one of our many events. Also, please do not
hesitate to provide the Friends of the Peak Board feedback through our
website. Again, | want to thank you for your continued support of Friends of
the Peak and all the hard work you have provided over the years.

Dincerely, Michael Cotter, President, Board of Directors, FOTP
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FOTP COMMENT ON THE £5U WATERSHED PROPOSAL
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http://www.csu.ora/residential/environment/recreation/watershed/concept/item4273.pdf

In general we find that the plan adequately protects the watershed and environment of the

south slope of Pikes Peak. However, there are several issues which we would like to raise.

One of the long-term goals of Friends of the Peak is to complete a trail that goes the entire
way around Pikes Peak, the Ring the Peak Trail. The idea behind this trail is to give non-
motorized access to all the slopes of Pikes Peak. In 1999 the Pikes Peak Multi-Use Plan ac-
knowledged the concept of the Ring the Peak Trail and Colorado Springs Utilities was a par-
ticipant in that plan. We are concerned that no mention of the Ring the Peak Trail was made
in the Concept Plan, even though Colorado Springs Utilities has previously stated the need
for a corridor to accommodate the Ring the Peak Trail. The completion of the Ring the Peax
trail across the south slope has never been ruled out by the US Forest Service or the De-
partment of Wildlife and thus is still a goal that Friends of the Peak will pursue. It is a goal
that is supported by the community and should be recognized by the Concept Plan.

Friends of the Peak has identified several options for access to the South Slope that would
allow completion of the Ring the Peak Trail and give hikers and outdoor enthusiasts a differ-
ent experience in this area. | Click for map on page 5 | A sustainable trail can be constructed
on any of these proposed options; however, the impact on bighorn sheep and sensitive plant
species needs to be discussed with the Forest Service and Colorado Division of Wildlife.

The actual trails that are outlined in the plan also raise concerns. The Concept Plan proposes
a trail connection from Forest Trail 3T1 to the Barr Trail which crosses the Lake Moraine
Dam and appears to descend a steep ridge on a line that is unsustainable. Friends of the
Peak has suggested an alternative which avoids the Utilities infrastructure and is sustainable.
Pased on the maps provided, we can only assume that the other trails mentioned will be de-
signed in a sustainable manner. In addition, the Concept Plan outlines two distinctive recrea-
tion areas, at McReynolds Reservoir and Lake Moraine, but does not allow any trail access
between the two. No reason is given for this lack of a connecting trail and we are unsure of
how the decision was made.

The Ute Indian Trail, which is a part of the Ring the Peak trail system, is probably the biggest
immediate concern for Friends of the Peak due to the public safety concerns. The western
terminus of the trail places the user on Highway 24 at a point where there is no parking and
a very narrow shoulder. [n order for the Ring the Peak trail user to proceed westward on the
trail they must walk on that narrow shoulder for approximately | mile. If the user is entering
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FOTP COMMENT ON THE C5U WATERSHED PROPOSAL (concl)

the trail at this point they must park at the Waldo Canyon trailhead and cross Highway 24.
Neither of these options can be considered safe. Friends of the Peak recommends including
the trail that already exists from Long Ranch [oad to a point where French Creek crosses
the Highway. [ Click for map on page b

In addition, the Concept Plan recommends that the east terminus of Ute Trail occur at Barr
Trail trailhead. With the current congestion problems in the Ruxton Avenue corridor this
will only compound the safety and overuse problems. Both the City of Manitou Springs and
€l Paso County have plans for providing alternative access to the eastern terminus. These
alternatives do not seem to have been considered. In addition, the City of Manitou Springs
is not listed as one of the Partners on the Concept Plan. We consider this a serious over-
sight.

We believe that the Concept Plan that the Colorado Springs Utilities has offered does not
fully support the values of the Colorado Springs Utilities, the goals of the Concept Plan, or
the desires of the Pikes Peak Community. Friends of the Peak hopes that this plan will move
forward in a2 more collaborative and open environment that brings the plan in line with the
goals of the community. As always, Friends of the Peak is willing and ready to partner with
Colorado Springs Utilities and the Forest Service to help develop the recreational opportu-
nities on the South Slope.

Finally, we encourage all of our members and everyone in the community to voice their
opinions on this plan and help improve the stewardship and management of the lands on
Pikes Peak. Comments can be wmade at hitp://www.csu.org/extrr/watershed/
WaterShedComment.html until Feb 20" or at the next public meeting in April. The date,
time and location will be posted at fotp.com.

PROBLEMS ON BARR TRAIL?

If you encounter a maintenance problem while hiking the Barr Trail, there is now a method
for reporting that condition. FOTP has produced a web site that allows you to report condi-
tion issues. You are encouraged to visit hitp://geospatial.uccs.edu/barr/trail/index.html or if
-£0© o] xyx| yE £« " {x agUt ] | g, t| h
hitp.//www.fotp.com/index.himl.

The site is still 2 work in progress, so if you have any suggestions for improvement please let
us know by emailing eric__s@fotp.com.
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KTP SOUTHWEST CONNECTION POSOIBILITES
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Alternative Routes Proposed for RTP
=== Route A (previously submitted to PPRD)

Route D
= Route C = Route E

=== Trail proposed in the Concept Plan
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Conceptual Connections

for Ring the Peak Trail

between Pancake Rocks
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on Forest Road 310

FOTP MEMBERSHIP FORM
Please print and mail to: FOTP, P.O. Box 2494 Colorado Springs LO 80901-2494
Name

Address

City, Otate, ZIP

PHONE & email

Membership Category: New member? Renewal?
Individual ($10) Family ($15) Sponsor ($35A $99)
Life Zone ($100A $499) Summit Contributor ($500 or more)
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UTE INDIAN TRAIL CONNELTION POSOIBILITES
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but takes time. In the fall, we try to have conversations with our agency partners A USFD,
C5 Utilities, and PP Highway. Then we make up a list of the things we think we can accom-
plish, given our resources. We write up an Operating Plan and route it to all our agency part-
ners for approval. We are not to start working the plan until it is approved. Sometimes, we
have to change it to get approval.
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process. Do our plan is a bit late. We do not yet have approval. But here is a sneak peak at
what we are planning. Keep in mind this may change by the time we get our approvals.

We will, of course, continue to offer work opportunities on Barr Trail. This year the big effort
will be to repair the rails which are deteriorating badly. We hope to offer a spring time work-
day to move the rails up the trail, and then another day later in the year to address any other
work needed before the big race.
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Falls Trail). Last year we stopped work about 1.25 miles from the trail head. This year we will
resume work where we left off, which means we will start out with an hour hike to the work
area, and that hike will get longer every week. | think we can make it to the top of the ridge by
the end of the season, if we have as many volunteers as we had last year. The walk will be
longer, but think of it as the warm up time. From the turn off to the Falls to the top of the
ridge there are 7 switch backs (I think. | can never Keep count of them). The laterals between
the turns are in pretty good shape. We just need to fix the turns.

g{| &8 -xt | ? «x t;x w&w £of£8| ¢z 8SE£ijx"{] ¢
Daturdays and meet at various trail heads to walk trails FOTP has already repaired, and do
light maintenance: clean out drains, clear back growth. We will make note of any major prob-
lems, discuss what should be done to correct them, and submit the plan to the board for
c£88|u x | ¢v ©O8| £¢ | ¢ ¢x-" -xt! C§& 8§v
who want to learn how to decide what to do to repair trails.

In 2002, VOC (Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado) joined FOTP to build a trail through the
boulder field on the western approach to the Pikes Peak summit. The trail was a great suc-
cess, except for about 50 feet that did not get completed. This year, we propose a one day
project to finish that section. The missing section causes safety concerns for a lot of people.

Other things FOTP will continue to work on include the Ring the Peak Trail, The Ute Pass
Trail, and the Horsethief Park Trail. All of these efforts are more about talking around a ta-
ble, than swinging a pick mattock. But we will let you know what is happening.

Mary Burger, Projects Manager
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Mike Bartmess Carol Beckman Mary Burger
Vice President Secretary Projects Manager
FOTP Website Treasurer Historian
webmaster@fotp.com carol@fotp.com mary@fotp.com
23%-019 521-13%4 &N -91

Eric Billmeyer Barry Dolan €d Lynch Eric Swab
Director Director Director RTP Website
eric__bafotp.com barrya@fotp.com edefotp.com eric__s@fotp.com
L50 - LL59 59%-919 L35-0589 L32-025
Email NEWSLETTER

il
Jim Strub
Newsletter
Jjimefotp.com
L34-282

Now and then we have considered doing our newsletter by email
instead of through the USPS. Now, as we turn over a calendar
new leaf into 2010, we are doing it. The plan is to publish by email
four times per year A February, May, August, and November.

Because some of you may prefer to read from print instead of
from a screen, we are producing the email newsletter in page for-
mat.  You can just print it off and read it while leaning back in
- £ 0] ytaEeg, | "x v{t]|] B A TCw
email, you can make a copy for them, too.
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