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The other day | had the chance to sit down and talk tofChris
Lieber from Tapis Associates about the Red Rock/White JAcres
Section 16 Master Plan process. It was good to talk to Chri§ abou
that area and to see where the process is headed. Howevgr, it g
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The reality is that we will never really know the answers t
guestions. That is okay, but the Red Rock/White Acres/Se

Section 16 Planninf
Dollars for Doers
Ute Pass Trall

About FOTP various trails in these open spaces, but this process will givg us al
South Slope Historg @ voice in what will happen. Speaking up and having yo@r voic
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to what is going on in our community and gives you the feqing of

. accomplishment. Look inside for more details on this procdks an

FOTP Web Site] how you can get involved.

. On a related note, let EI Paso County know how you fed abot

Trails & Open Spdene Ute Pass Trail, also known as the Ute Indian Trail. THey are
Coalition Web Site currently working on the alignment for the trail, including the

section that comes out of Manitou Springs on the East sige and

Open Space goes into Cascade to the West. Completion of this sectior of th

Volunteers Web Sjte?

ing the Peak Trail will make hikes up Ute Pass a lot morejenjoy
able and safer for all. Let El Paso County know your thougts on

To Donate to FOYPthis trail by going to

http://adm.elpasoco.com/Parks/Pages/NewsandEvents.gspx

Friends of the Peak
Preserving

You can also participate by attending the next public meg
Tuesday, 13 September. (See article and map on page 4.)

Restoring
Appreciating

Pikes Peak

Mike Cotter, President, FOTP
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http://www.fotp.com
http://www.trailsandopenspaces.org
http://www.trailsandopenspaces.org
http://www.openspacevolunteers.org
http://www.openspacevolunteers.org
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9G3AYJF9KYW4E
http://adm.elpasoco.com/Parks/Pages/NewsandEvents.aspx
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EVENTS SCHEDULE
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Signing (TBA contact Carol Beckmang
Maintenance Hikepecific trails and dates TBD)

Section 1@ll are on Thursdays, with focus on building technical structures)
25 August 8, 22 September

Barr Trail
24 September

South Slope New Trails
20- 21 August, 10 September
(overnight)

Octoolberfegbol maintenance) 15 October
Annual Meeting and Volunteer Recognition Dinaéovember

20150UTH SLOPE TOURS
FOTP is a partner in these tours, along with Spri
Parks and Rec, and TOSC.
There are still tours available:
Saturday 27 August
Saturday 10 September
Sunday 18 September \ :
There is a $12 fee for the tour. vA
You can sign up stisan@ilsandopenspaces.or§y | = T G , ’
or by calling Susan DavieZ 9633 6884. South Slopd, 9 July 2011 Tour
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REDROCK/WHITEACRES/SECTION 16

Master Plan and
Management Plan Process
for Red Rock Canyon,
White Acres, and Section 16
Is Underway

In 2004, hundreds of area residents came together to develop a plan for use and protec
787t v! x exw ef£v~ Vte¢-£¢ £¢  -fprofile\pioperty @& just O
cently been purchased by the City of Colorado Springs through the Trails, Open Space an
(TOPS) Program.

Fast forward to 2011 and the TOPS Program has come through again with purchases in
two years of the White Acres property which abuts Red Rock Canyon Open Space and
Manitou Section 16. The City Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department is invi
community to help build upon the Red Rock Canyon plan by producing an integrated appt
conservation, management and use of the three popular open space properties.

The planning and public involvement process will continue into 2012. This summer, te
studies of existing conditions on the property are being conducted, as well as onbite and
surveys of users and others interested in the properties to identify key issues related to the p
ties.

The first public meeting will be held on 7 September to provide information about conditi
the three properties and to confirm the list of key issues to be addressed through the master
ning effort. Another public meeting will follow on 5 October to review and discuss possib
proaches to creation of a combined master and management plan to open and maintain t
open space areas.

Based on public response and on technical analysis, City staff and Tapis Associates, hire
City to assist with the planning effort, will prepare a draft master, amendment and managem
for public review and response on 16 November.

The final plan will be unveiled for public review and response on 18 January 2012 and,
y| ¢t yE| i ? «] ux =] x8x¢ " xw u- " {x V]| -
for review and approval.

All public meetings will be held at 6:30 pm at the Westside Community Center, 1628 W. E
YE! |J¢y£E!ljt ] £¢C tueg®” “{x jt8& " x! © te¢c¢c]| ¢z

www.springsgov.com/RRC.
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number of dollars for every hour that you volunteer with a nonprofit like Friends of the Peak?

Please consider asking your employer about this.
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UTE PASS TRAICASCADE TRAILHEAD -
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In July, El Paso County Parks initiated a public process on the proposed Ute Pass Trail hec
Vt §vtwx? VvEECvxe !t | ¢z £¢ “{x “'t|] €& ! «x
other parties are participating. County Parks would appreciate FOTP participation as well. A
ing materials and meeting notes can be reviewed on the County's website.

http://adm.elpasoco.com/Parks/Pages/NewsandEvents.aspx

The next public meeting will be Tuesday, 13 September, froBnpdn3at Marcroft Hall, 9105
Chipita Park Road. Expected attendees include Commissioner Sally Clark, sheriffs, fire mr
te¢w | xo; x8x¢"t"|ax8 y,£j " {x VEO¢C"-? Vfh?

The main concerns have to do with the routing of the trail (shown by the red dots) along H
24, which includes use of the service road and establishment of trail head and parking at the
east terminus of the service road. You can get an appreciation for the concerns by read
meeting notes on the website.

b 4 7 S Danielal’ Wl
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FOTP
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President: Michael Cotfer4d73 01584 mike@fotp.com
Secretary/Treas: Carol Becldna®7? 1384 carol@fotp.com
RTP Website: Eric Swalt32 02517 eric_s@fotp.com

Newsletter: Jim Struly 634 28217 jim@fotp.com
Barry DolarA 593 917% barry@fotp.com
Ed LynchA 635 0589A ed@fotp.com
Brian VanValkenbutg 634 4500A brian@fotp.com

Friends of The Peak (FOWMR)s
organized in 1995 to ensure soun
stewardship of Pikes Peak. We a
dedicated to protecting, restoring ang
appreciating Pikes Peak. waid with
the US Forest Service, Coloradc
Springs Utilities,Colorado Springs

— Parks and Rec, the Pikes Peak High ——————
counterclockwise  ay and El Paso County Parks. clockwise

We have built sedimerdpping devices and restored native alpine tundra. We have built
trail and regularly restore existing trail on the Pikes Peak massive, including the Devils Play
Trail, Seven Bridges, Saint Mary's Falls, and Barr Trail. We sponsor seminars and field trij
items of interest on and around Pikes Peak.

One of our highest prioritisstheRing the Peak trail, which is intended to completely circle t
mountain. About 90% of the Ring system now exists, including connecting segments b
maintainedy FOTP. Only a few more connecting pieces are needed, notably the southwest :
We are working toward closing all the gaps.

With the opening of the South Slope Watershed, FOTP is now constructing new trail
McReynolds Reservoir and is slated to build part of a new alignment of the Ute RésarEralil.
also working with other groups on Section 16 and will continue to maintain some of the most
trails on Pikes Peak.
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> NEW EMAIL SYSTEM
PMNNNNNPPPNNNNNNNPPNNNNNNPPNNNNNNPPNNNDNNN

We are now using the services of Elite Email to provide you with our quarterly email new
This means the format is limited to those provided by Elite but, more important, it means tl
can send the newsletter to all five or six hundred email recipients with one click of a send but

You are reading a pafggmatted version in the old format. We have posted this on our web
and have USP®ailed it to those of our readers who have requested it. (See notice on page 8
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COLORADO SPRINGS SOUTH SLOPE WATER

A Short History by Eric Swab

From the time of the founding of Colorado Springs in 1871, the provision of drinking water
residents was an important issue. The need was addressed by digging open ditches to divi
from the various streams that ran through the town to the houses. Later, water was piped fr
larger streams to reservoirs at various locations in town and distributed from there.

In the late 1880s the City began to look at the south slope of Pikes Peak as a source of wa
¢Cxxw «t§ vy XW U - “{x w@m; | 2at"x gVE £t wgE
March 1886.

Three major drainage basins exist on the south slope. The largest of these is Middle [
Creek, which contains the Boehmer, Mason and McReynolds Reservoirs. Historically this ¢
vt xw afxax¢ _t~x8C uxvt GSthe remhins'ofthe @&igrthat”
formed the basin. In the 1870s and 1880s a hotel was operated near the largest of the lakes.
tel served both sportsmen and tourists making their way to the summit of Pikes Peak. The &
served by a toll road comlng up Bear Creek Canyon from the Clty and by another road that
t " {x y££" £y V{x-x¢¢x ~£060¢"t|¢ tecw | £0Oz
aZf w Vtja ef£t wCA

To the west of the Seven Lakes basin, over Blizzard Pass, is another basin containing the
and Bighorn Reservoirs and drained by the East Fork of West Beaver Creek. The town of
claimed the rights to this water (more on this later).

North of the Seven Lakes basin, over the Seven Lakes Divide, is the upper Ruxton Cree|
which included a natural lake formed by a glacial terminal AndrakeeMoraine, formerly known
as Mystic Lake. This is the only one of the three basins from which the water actually flo
Fountain Creek and to the City of Colorado Springs.

In 1889 the McShane Ditch was constructed to divert water from the Middle Beaver Cree
over the Seven Lakes Divide to the Ruxton Creek Basin. At Lake Moraine the City enlar
¢t Ot wt j “E G Elx T{t¢e wfgOu x T {Xx t ~ x|
Lake Moraine from the U.S. Government for the development of watershed. In 1891, 1892
the City purchased land along Ruxton Creek and near Lake Moraine from private landow
1896 the City again purchased land from the government along Boehmer Creek and the Eas
West Beaver Creek. This purchase was challenged in court by the City of Victor, which res
the amount of water available to Colorado Springs from that drainage being reduced by 2/3.
the privately held land in the Seven Lakes area was purchased. In 1902 the City purchased ¢
land around the Seven Lakes area and the lower ends of Boehmer and Sackette Creeks.

In 1894 the Timberline Flume was constructed to bring water from the West Beaver Cree
over Blizzard Pass to Boehmer Creek. In the same year construction on Boehmer Reserv
started. The creek and reservoir were named for Lt. Boehmer, of the US Signal Corps, who o
and maintained the weather station on top of Pikes Peak.

In 1896 construction of the 1.2-toitgy Strickler Tunnel was started to bring water from the
West Beaver Creek basin to Boehmer Creek. When completed in 1900 this tunnel replaced
berline Flume. According to the Gazette newspaper account of 1898, a vein of gold was foL
wlzz| ¢z “"{x f"!]v~ x! goO©¢e¢x A g{ xtimesceheded (
mayor of Colorado Springs.
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In 1897 Irving Howbert built a hyetictric |
power plant about a mile south of Lake More.
(see photo). His original intent was to power |
Colorado Springs and Cripple Creek District R :
road (the Short Line). The Short Line was actuig!'
built as steam powered. So not wanting to ws, !
this energy, lines were run up to the Strickl
Tunnel to power the lights in the tunnel and
run the compressor that supplied air to the dril
With the completion of the tunnel, the power li
were extended to Cripple Creek to run the troll
there. '

The Mason and McReynoIds reservoirs were completed in 1905. B. B. McReynoIds was tl
Wxat! " jx¢"Cg§ foOax!| ¢ "x¢twx¢” y!£j DLCL | ¢~
same position into the 1970s. To get the water from these two reservoirs to Ruxton Creek, t
mile long St. John tunnel was drilled under the Seven Lakes Divide.

ha ©¢" | "{x DLFC8 £8" £y “{x V| -C&§8 «t
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South Catamount Reservoir. Two years later Crystal Reservoir was constructed. North Ca
exs8x,; 2£]| | «t 8§ " {x t " x VEj X, | ¢ DLI CA T°

comes from Pikes Peak, the rest from the Blue River, Homestake, andArikangparprojects.
The settlement of the lawsuit challenging the purchase of the water rights to the East Fork
Beaver Creek did not settle the dispute between the City of Victor and Colorado Springs. Ac
to the Gazette newspaper of 24 June 1909, the Wilson Reservoir Caretaker, Mr. R. M. Arth
held captive all night by two men from Victor while water was released from the reserv0|r
WE «C8&" | Xt j £ i |v £/C8 !'x8x!a£| ! A \¢ { x
valve was not open all the way and opened it full. Arthur claimed he was offered $30 a montt
lease water downstream periodically. Arthur managed to escape to Seven Lakes where he t
B. B. McReynolds and told him of the water theft. McReynolds called Joe Strong, the caret:
Lake Moraine, and told him to go help Arthur. Then he called Mayor Spurgeon who then org
a posse. The Mayor and his posse, which included Sheriff Birdsal, took the Cog train up to tl
- dle, but by the time they arrived at Wilson Reservoir the bad guys had gone. Caretaker Arth
the sheriff that he recognized some of the men as political leaders of Victor.

Next day the Gazette reported that Mr. Arthur and Colorado Springs Detective Hoffman v
Victor to identify the ten men. The charges were denied and Arthur was accused of fabrica
story. Once Arthur identified the men, an arrest warrant was issued and delivered to Vic
Sheriff Birdsal. By press time the Victor City Council was still in executive session consideri
warrant. In the meantime the Teller County Sheriff arrested Mr. Arthur for vagrancy and put |
jail. Sheriff Birdsal got Mr. Arthur off and they returned to Colorado Springs. Apparently this
the third attempted water theft from this reservoir in six years.

This and many other water right disputes across the nation can been summed up by a qu
tributed to Mark Twain:

i{] 8§8~x-C8&8 y£! W |]¢~]¢C?
jt x!'C8 yE! Y|z{"|

C
Friends of the Peak Newsletter Pager August 2011 HOME




d31131SMAN

AV3d dH1 40 SAN3Jl4

Friends of the Peak
P.0.Box 2494, Colorado Springs CO 80901

Most of our readers are now receiving the newsletter by email, thus leelpiig uz |1fx x ¢
you are receiving this newsletter by USPS, please note that later this year we will disconti
print version except for those of you who specifically advise us that you want to receive a paj
To do this, just contact Mike Cotter at 8890 and he will arrange to get you a printed newslette
If you do have internet access, just geadpreferred email addrésgmfo@fotp.com

NOTICE TO ALL OF OUR READERS

Everybod® please be sure we have your most recent street address so you can receive ar
sional mailing from us, such as the invitation to the Annual Meeting and Volunteer Recognitic
ner. You can contact usrdo@fotp.com

We publish the newsletter four times peAy&abruary, May, August, and November.
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