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To Donate to FOTP 

   f¤¦|¢z £y ECDD |§ {x¦x t¢w ¨{t¨ ¡xt¢§ ¨{t¨ Y¦|x¢w§ £y g{x cxt~Ĉ§ 
workdays are right around the corner. In this newsletter you will 
find a copy of our 2011 schedule. You will notice that there have 
been some changes from our last newsletter due to scheduling con-
flicts. You will also notice that we have not scheduled any additional 
days on the Ute Pass Trail ă more on that below. 
   Over the last year we have been working with the Trails and Open 
Space Coalition, Colorado Springs Park and Recreation Department 
and other Friends groups concerned with the health and welfare of 
local parks in and around Colorado Springs. The outgrowth of these 
conversations is openspacevolunteers.org. This website is the one 
stop for outdoor volunteer opportunities in and around Colorado 
Springs. FOTP is proud to be a member of this group, and all of 
the groups will benefit from this partnership. 
   All of these partners and the community are invited to the Crew 
Leader trainings on April 14th, 16th and May 19th, 21st. We will have a 
lot of people attending these trainings so please plan on attending 
and go to fotp.com to register. This will be a great opportunity to 
take a leadership position with FOTP and get to know other groups 
in Colorado Springs. It will be great fun.  We hope to see you there. 
   One of the trails we want to see worked on this year is the Ute 
Pass Trail. A group has formed to review the plans for alignment of 
this trail and they are meeting regularly this spring to finalize a 
plan. FOTP is involved in these conversations and we will be keeping 
close tabs on their progress. However, with the uncertain nature of 
this situation we decided to pull the workdays off the plan. If things 
change we will let everyone know as soon as possible. 
   Please keep reading and keep an eye out for a couple of an-
nouncements and articles by Eric Swab and Eric Billmeyer. Also, we 
are looking for someone with an interest in helping FOTP take the 
next step in the realm of social media. If you have some expertise in 
this area, or a strong desire to learn, please contact me at 359-
0890. 

Mike Cotter, President, FOTP 

February 2011 
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Signing (TBD Signing (TBD ĄĄ  contact Carol Beckman)contact Carol Beckman)  
  

Maintenance HikesMaintenance Hikes (specific trails and dates TBD) 
 

Project Leader TrainingProject Leader Training (contact Mike Cotter) 
10 March  
 

Crew Leader TrainingCrew Leader Training (two part Ą includes maintenance and construction trng) 
          14(eve), 16 April  
    

Trail Evaluation Training Trail Evaluation Training c 
    19(eve), 21 May  
 

Section 16 Section 16 (focus on building technical structures)  
                                      2, 9, 30 June   14, 28 July    11, 25 August     8, 22 September 
 

Barr Trail Barr Trail   
                               21 May,     5 June,       9 July,                           24 September 
 

South Slope New TrailsSouth Slope New Trails  
                                           25 June,      16 July,     20-21 August,      10 September 
                                                             (overnight)              

Octoolberfest Octoolberfest (tool maintenance)                                                                  15 October 
 

Annual Meeting and Volunteer Recognition DinnerAnnual Meeting and Volunteer Recognition Dinner                  12 November 

   201120112011   EVENTS SCHEDULEEVENTS SCHEDULEEVENTS SCHEDULE   

Here is what is now posted on the website. 
You may go there to sign up. 

http://www.fotp.com/projects2011.htm 
 

We thank you ahead of time for this very 
meaningful gift of yourself to the community. 

2011 2011 SOUTH SLOPE TOURSSOUTH SLOPE TOURS  
   Yes, there will be tours again this summer of the 
South Slope Watershed.  They will be similar to those 
of last summer, maybe with more persons per hike.  
Most will be on weekends, some on weekdays Ą all 
of them in July, August, and September. 
   FOTP is a partner in this, along with Springs Park 
and Rec, and TOSC.  TOSC will administer. 
   Watch websites for dates, yet to be determined. 
   Need tour guides, will train on a June Saturday. 

The Summit and Cog RR from South Slope 

http://www.fotp.com/projects2011.htm
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OUR HARD ROCK CREW OUR HARD ROCK CREW ĄĄ  28 August 201028 August 2010  

In 2002, VOC and FOTP joined forces to create a new path through the boulder field for the western 
approach to the summit of Pikes Peak. Unfortunately, one section was not completed. The work has 
always received rave reviews, except for this one section, where the way was not clear, and people 
would get off the path and lose their way in the boulders. Not only did this create a safety issue for 
the hiker, the tundra was getting trampled, too. This year a stalwart group of volunteers completed 
that section. We installed several new steps, paved between boulders with small rock, and created 
one small wall Ą all to ensure that the path is visible and passable.    

Submitted by Mary Burger 

THE SUMMIT FOX THE SUMMIT FOX ĄĄ  6 September 20106 September 2010  
   We have a lot of foxes in this area.  We see them in the 
neighborhoods, in the woods.  But have you ever seen a fox 
above tree line?  Have you ever seen a fox at 14000 feet? 
   Last Labor Day a party of ten, including three FOTP volun-
teers, climbed up a non-trail (photo below) on the north side of 
c|~x§ cxt~? y|¢|§{|¢z £¢ ¨{x ąu£© wx¦-y|x wĆ ¨¦t|  ;§xx t¦¨|v x 
above).  On the summit, roaming the parking lot and posing for 

photos, was this little fox. 
  Julie Stiver at DOW tells 
©§M ąl£© §t« t ¦xw y£¬ 

(Vulpes vulpes) which is the most widely dispersed fox species in 
Colorado (we have 4: the other 3 are the swift fox, grey fox, and 
kit fox). I suspect your fox was eating pikas or other small ro-
wx¢¨§ £¢ ¨{x §©¡¡|¨A  \¨Ĉ§ ¤£§§|u x ¨{t¨ ¨{x y£¬ «t§ t §£  ££~|¢z 
for trash near the Summit House.  Either way, there would be 
plenty of food available at the summit.  Red foxes are very op-
portunistic so I am not surprised to see one at the top of the 
¡£©¢¨t|¢AĆ 
  Well, we were surprised.  
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   This summer, The Rocky Mountain Field Insti-
tute (RMFI) will continue our efforts to help re-
store alpine habitat and aquatic systems on Pikes 
Peak. A lot of the work we accomplish at RMFI on 
the Peak has its roots in the FOTP and we are 
happy to have reconnected our two organizations. 
For this summer's work we will build upon last 
season's successful restoration of one acre of 
disturbed alpine lands adjacent to the Pikes Peak 
Highway near mile 18 with an even bigger resto-
ration project of almost 3 acres near mile 17. 
These areas were disturbed during the construc-
tion of much needed sediment detention ponds 
that are serving to protect the waters of the West 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN FIELD INSTITUTEROCKY MOUNTAIN FIELD INSTITUTE  

  

FOTP MEMBERSHIP ONLINEFOTP MEMBERSHIP ONLINE  
  

  You can join us by emailing your name, address, phone, and preferred email address to 
webmaster@fotp.com 

 

You can contribute to Friends of the Peak by clicking on 
paypal 

or by mailing your check to P.O.Box 2494, Colorado Springs CO 80901 

Pikes Peak Alpine Restoration Project 

Fork of West Beaver Creek. However, with alpine soils taking upwards of a thousand or more years 
to form, mother nature needs a helping hand. RMFI will once again apply a native alpine grass seed 
mix and erosion control matting to kick start the recovery process. In addition, we anticipate trans-
planting a thousand alpine plugs to help bring back the natural diversity found in healthy tundra 
beds. 
   In addition to our work on Pikes Peak, RMFI is also pleased to announce that we will begin trail 
and restoration work on Blanca Peak this summer. At 14,345 feet, Blanca is the 4th highest summit 
in Colorado, towering 6,000 feet above the San Luis Valley in Southern Colorado. The project will 
focus on reconstructing the summit trail from Como Lake to the summits of both Blanca Peak and 
its ridgeline neighbor, Ellingwood Point. The lack of a defined summit trail has resulted in a prolif-
eration of user-created social trails, gullied and denuded areas, and severe vegetation loss. This 
project represents one of the more difficult trail endeavors in Colorado due to the steep, rocky, high
-elevation terrain of the area. Completion of the project will result in the protection of this unique 
alpine area and enhance the recreational experience for thousands of annual visitors. If you would 
like to help with either the Pikes Peak or Blanca Peak projects, we would love to have your help! 
Please check our website at www.rmfi.org for more info and dates. Thanks and have a great spring! 

Submitted by Eric Billmeyer, Director of Research, RMFI 

mailto:webmaster@fotp.com
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9G3AYJF9KYW4E
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A History Special by Eric Swab  
What was the Oil Creek tunnel? 
   Some say it was a tunnel to bring water from Oil Creek to the east side of Pikes Peak; others say 
it was to be a shortcut for the delivery of gold ore from Cripple Creek to Colorado City.  In fact it 
was a mine.  Take a look at the photos of the tunnel taken by Matt Carpenter (http://
www.skyrunner.com/story/oilcreekinside.htm §v¦£   w£«¢ ¨£ ąg{x f|wx g©¢¢x Ć< ­£© «|   §xx t ą¦t|§xĆ? 
i.e. a secondary near-vertical opening driven upward to explore a possible vein. What other reason 
for digging upward would there be than to pursue a vein of ore? 
More evidence: 
   In 1899, The Oil Creek Gold Mining Company (OCGMC) agreed to purchase a gasoline air com-
pressor from Fairbanks Morse (FM) to run the drills in their mine. Can you hear the conversation 
ux¨«xx¢ bA eA ft ¡£¢§? ¨{x ¡|¢|¢z v£¡¤t¢­ ¡t¢tzx¦? t¢w ¨{x §t x§¡t¢ y¦£¡ Y`R ąj|   ¨{|§ v£¡@
¤¦x§§£¦ zx¢x¦t¨x FG {£¦§x ¤£«x¦ t¨ DD?GCC yxx¨ tu£ªx §xt  xªx RĆ ąby v£©¦§x |¨ «|  4Ć bVZ`V ¤t|w 
one half the $2,150.00 purchase price in advance with the rest due when the machine was installed. 
When the compressor was installed it did not produce enough pressure to run the drills that FM 
had recommended. FM made modifications to the compressor and recommended the purchase of 
w|yyx¦x¢¨ w¦|  §? u©¨ §¨|   ¨{x¦x «t§ ¢£ ą}£­Ć4 bVZ`V ¦xy©§xw ¨£ ¤t­ ¨{x §xv£¢w {t y £y ¨{x ¤©¦v{t§x 
price.  FM sued for their money and in 1903 Court of Appeal of Colorado found in their favor. The 
OCGMC had failed to get the performance criteria written into the contract. This case has been cited 
|¢ £¨{x¦  t« §©|¨§ t§ t¢ x¬t¡¤ x £y ¨{x ¤¦|¢v|¤ x? ązx¨ |¨ |¢ «¦|¨|¢zĆA 
 

OIL CREEK TUNNEL / CINCINNATI MINEOIL CREEK TUNNEL / CINCINNATI MINE  

   Lying beside the trail from Elk Park Knoll down into 
French Creek is a massive piece of machinery. For years 
I assumed that it was part of a steam engine, because 
there is a large steam boiler at the mouth of the mine. 
The machine beside the trail is the gasoline compressor. 
The fly wheel still sitting beside the boiler was part of 
the compressor. The agreement between OCGMC and 
Y` vt  xw y£¦ ¨{x v¦t¢~ §{ty¨ ¨£ ąüx¬¨x¢w ¨{¦£©z{ £¢x 
or both fly wheels sufficiently far to permit of the use of 
t ¤©  x­üĆA 

   Looking at the fly wheel today you will see that the 
crank shaft does stick out beyond the flywheel. 
   The boiler must have been purchased after the 
FM compressor proved inadequate. Since there is no 
evidence of a steam driven air compressor, the min-
ers must have used live steam to power their drills. 
While this was more dangerous than compressed air, 
it was not an uncommon practice. 

http://www.skyrunner.com/story/oilcreekinside.htm
http://www.skyrunner.com/story/oilcreekinside.htm


 

           Friends of the Peak Newsletter                 Page 6                February 2011                   HOMEHOME  

 

 

What was mined? 
 

   The name of the mining company suggests that they were mining gold. An article in the Denver 
g|¡x§ y£¦ ]t¢©t¦­ EH? DLCD ¦xtw§? ąü£¦x ©¢v£ªx¦xw |§ t§ ¦|v{ t§ v¦xt¡ t¢w «|   xt§| ­ ¦©¢ 7GCC ¨£ 
¨{x ¨£¢?üĆA g{|§ t¦¨|v x w£x§ ¢£¨ tv¨©t  ­ ¡x¢¨|£¢ ąz£ wĆ? u©¨ |¢ ¨{x|¦ Yxu¦©t¦­ E? DLCD |§§©x ¨{x 
{xtw |¢x ¦xtw§ ąg©¢¢x  Y£¦ Z£ wĆA \¨ t¤¤xt¦§ ¨{x §¨¦|~x ¡x¢¨|£¢xw |¢ ¨{x Wx¢ªx¦ g|¡x§ «t§ ¢£¨ 
found in the Oil Creek Tunnel but in a tunnel some 1,500 vertical feet above it, near Little Pikes 
Peak. The Pikes Peak Atlas shows an irregularly shaped white area immediately northeast of Little 
Pikes Peak. This represents 9 mining claims that were patented by several individuals. 2 adits, now 
collapsed, are right at the cusp of the cliff overlooking Ghost Town Hollow more the 1,500 feet below. 
A January 24, 1901 Denver Times article said the property being purchased by the OCGMC to protect 
¨{x|¦ §¨¦|~x ąü|§  £vt¨xw tu£©¨ {t y t ¡| x y¦£¡ c|~xĈ§ cxt~ t¢w |§ |¢¨x¦§xv¨xw u­ ¨{x vt¦¦|tzx ¦£tw ¨£ 
¨{x ¤xt~AĆ 
 

What about the Oil Creek Tunnel? 
 

   The Denver Times on Dec. 26, 1901 carried this short item under the head line, Oil Creek Tunnel. 
ąWork is to be resumed this week on the big tunnel of the Oil Creek company, being driven by Cin-
v|¢¢t¨| vt¤|¨t  y¦£¡ ¨{x «x§¨ §|wx £y c|~xĈ§ cxt~A g{x u¦xt§¨ £y ¨{x u£¦x |§ ¢£« |¢ D?GHC yxx¨? t¢w ¨{x 
contract just let to Joseph La More of Victor calls for an additional 1,500 feet of driving, and at that 
point the company expects to cut the big dyke opened on surface that gave such high returns and 
vt©§xw §£ ¡©v{ x¬v|¨x¡x¢¨  t§¨ «|¢¨x¦AĆ g{x b|  V¦xx~ ¨©¢¢x  |§ tv¨©t  ­ northwest of Pikes Peak. 
2,950 feet would have put them under the claims above, next to Little Pikes Peak. Given the date the 
OCGMC ordered the compressor, they must have started the Oil Creek Tunnel several years before 
1901. 
 

What Cincinnati capital? 
 

   George H. Bohrer, president of the OCGMC, was also the president of the German National Bank 
of Cincinnati.  He was largely responsible for pulling together the funding for the enterprise. George 
Kreis was secretary of the OCGMC and a Cincinnati businessman. Louis J. Hauck a prominent Cin-
cinnati businessman was part owner in the mining company. 
 

When did this happen? 
 

   One newspaper account says they started in 1896, another in 1893. What we do know is that the 
OCGMC failed to pay the taxes of $18.05 for the year 1913 on the 7 mining claims they owned. They 
did not pay the taxes for 1914 and 1915 either. In 1916 the claims were sold for back taxes to a local 
family. 
 

How can one get to the Oil Creek Tunnel? 
 

   You can reach the tunnel by hiking from either end of Forest Trail 652. One end starts from Elk 
Park Knoll, which is reached by an inconspicuous dirt road branching off the Pikes Peak Highway 
less than a mile above Glen Cove. The other end branches off of Barr Trail at Barr Camp. Ask the 
caretaker at Barr Camp to set you on the right path. Once in the North French Creek drainage, 
watch for a trail heading southwest to the head of the canyon. 

OIL CREEK TUNNEL (continued)OIL CREEK TUNNEL (continued)  
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President:  Michael Cotter Ą 473-0158 Ą mike@fotp.com 
Vice President/Webmaster:  Michael Bartmess Ą 238-0791 Ą webmaster@fotp.com 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Carol Beckman Ą 527-1384 Ą carol@fotp.com 
RTP Website:  Eric Swab Ą 632-0251 Ą eric_s@fotp.com 

Newsletter:  Jim Strub Ą 634-2821 Ą jim@fotp.com 
Toolmaster:  Ed Lynch Ą 635-0589 Ą ed@fotp.com 

Director:  Barry Dolan Ą 593-9179 Ą barry@fotp.com 

FOTP BOARD OF DIRECTORSFOTP BOARD OF DIRECTORSFOTP BOARD OF DIRECTORS   

2010 DONORS2010 DONORS2010 DONORS   

  
Summit Level SupportersSummit Level Supporters  ($5000 and up) 

 

Pikes Peak Marathon, Inc  
Barr Trail Mountain Race  

  
Alpine Zone SupportersAlpine Zone Supporters  ($500 to $4999) 

 

Barr Trail Collection Tube 
T. Rowe Price 

      
Montane Zone ContributorsMontane Zone Contributors  ($150 to $499) 

 

Appenzeller, Maria 
Hooper, Benjamin 

Strub, Peggy and Jim 
        
 SponsorsSponsors ($35 to $149)     ContributorsContributors ($10 to $34) 

 

 Battersby, Richard      Bremner, Steve  
 Bell, Randa and Ben     Brown, Neil 
 Blase, Lilly       Bull, Richard 
 Bratton, Dick       Drosendahl, Matt  
 Campbell, Michael      Gardner, Bill and Alice 
 Cinnamon, Tom and Martie     Hessek 
 Gilliland, Mike and Susan     Hilton, William 
 Kemmerer, Dale      Jones, Jane  
 Whiteside, Nicholas and Bridget    Lee, Christie  
         Renn, Renee 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Friends of the Peak 
P.O.Box 2494, Colorado Springs CO 80901 

FRIENDS OF THE PEAK FRIENDS OF THE PEAK    

NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER  

   Most of our readers are now receiving the newsletter by email, thus helping us ąz£ z¦xx¢AĆąz£ z¦xx¢AĆ   If 
you are receiving this newsletter by USPS, please note that later this year we will discontinue the 
print version except for those of you who specifically advise us that you want to receive a paper copy.   
To do this, just contact Mike Cotter at 359-0890 and he will arrange to get you a printed newsletter.  
If you do have internet access, just send your preferred email address to info@fotp.com. 
 

NOTICE TO ALL OF OUR READERS 
 

Everybody Ą please be sure we have your most recent street address so you can receive an occa-
sional mailing from us, such as the invitation to the Annual Meeting and Volunteer Recognition Din-
ner.  You can contact us at info@fotp.com.   
 

We publish the newsletter four times per year Ą February, May, August, and November. 

mailto:info@fotp.com
mailto:info@fotp.com

